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Background Information 

The Soviet Union 

The Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, also known as the Soviet Union or the USSR, is                

a federalist socialist state spanning much of northern Eurasia and established in 1922. The USSR               

consists of 15 republics: Ukraine, Georgia, Belorussia, Uzbekistan, Armenia, Azerbaijan,          

Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Moldova, Turkmenistan, Tajikistan, Latvia, Lithuania, Estonia, and         

dominated by Russia. By area, the USSR is the largest country in the world as well as one of the                    

most diverse, with over 100 distinct nationalities living within its borders (a majority of which               

are made up of East Slavs). 

The government is led by a chairman, most commonly referred to as the "premier" by               

outside observers. The chairman is nominated by the Central Committee of the Communist Party              

of the Soviet Union (CPSU) and elected by delegates of the Supreme Soviet. The government is                

now referred to primarily as the Council of Ministers. 

Government Structure 

The CPSU is a communist party based on democratic centralism. This principle,            

conceived by Vladimir Lenin, entails democratic and open discussion of policy issues within the              

party, followed by the requirement of total unity in upholding the agreed policies. 

The highest body within the CPSU was the Party Congress, which convenes every five              

years. When the Congress is not in session, the Central Committee is the highest body. Because                

the Central Committee meets twice a year, most day-to-day duties and responsibilities are vested              

in the Political Bureau of the Central Committee of the CPSU (Politburo) and the Secretariat.               

The party leader is the head of government and holds the office of either General Secretary,                
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Premier, or head of state, or some of the three offices concurrently, but never all three at the                  

same time. The party leader is the de facto chairman of the CPSU Politburo and chief executive                 

of the Soviet Union. 

Ministries 

According to the Soviet constitution, ministries are divided into all-union and           

union-republic. All-union ministries manage the branch of state administration entrusted to them            

throughout the entire Soviet Union directly or through the organs appointed by them, while the               

union-republic ministries operate, as a rule, through the same named ministry of the specific              

union republic in question. It manages only a certain limited number of activities directly              

according to the list approved by the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet. 

The government has the right to create, reorganize and abolish subordinate institutions,            

which are directly subordinate to the government itself. There are many ministries such as the               

Ministry of Defense, Ministry of Atomic Energy, and Ministry of General Machine Building. 

Communism and the CPSU 

The Communist Party of the Soviet Union (CPSU) is the founding and ruling political              

party of the Soviet Union as well as the sole governing party. The four main concepts of                 

communism that the CPSU operated under are the dictatorship of the proletariat,            

anti-imperialism, peaceful coexistence, and socialism in one country. 

Mikhail Gorbachev 

Mikhail Gorbachev was born and grew up under the rule of Joseph Stalin and is of mixed                 

Russian and Ukrainian heritage. He studied law at Moscow State University and then worked for               

the Komsomol youth organization (often viewed as the youth division of the Communist party).              
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After Stalin’s death, he became a strong proponent of de-stalinization reforms under Nikita             

Khrushchev. In 1970, he was appointed as the First Party Secretary of the Stavropol Regional               

Committee and then in 1978 he became Secretary of the CPSU's Central Committee before              

joining the Politburo in 1979. 

The Politburo elected Gorbachev as General Secretary, the de facto head of government,             

in 1985. Gorbachev’s leadership style differs from that of his predecessors: he stops to talk to                

civilians on the street, forbids the display of his portrait at the 1985 Red Square holiday                

celebrations, and encourages frank and open discussions at Politburo meetings. Most           

importantly, he is committed to the reform ideas of glasnost (political openness) and perestroika              

(economic restructuring). Although glasnost and perestroika entailed being more candid about           

the issues faced by the USSR and making practical reforms to the economic system to boost                

productivity, increase quality of goods, and improve work ethic, Gorbachev remained committed            

to socialism and the central-planning system intrinsic to the USSR. On the world stage, he is                

generally seen as a more moderate and less threatening Soviet leader in the eyes of nations                

diametrically opposed to the USSR such as the US. However, distrust still brews between the               

USSR and the West as a result of the all-encompassing Cold War. Our committee begins in                

1986, one year after Gorbachev’s election, and as such, delegates as members of his cabinet have                

a considerable amount of influence in shaping the future of his administration.  

 

The Soviet-Afghan War 

History of Soviet-Afghan Relations 
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The USSR has historically been a major power broker and influential mentor in Afghan              

politics. Its involvement ranged from civil-military infrastructure to Afghan society. Since 1947,            

Afghanistan has been under the influence of the Soviet government and has received large              

amounts of aid, economic assistance, military equipment training and military hardware from the             

Soviet Union. Soviet-Afghan military cooperation began on a regular basis in 1956, and further              

agreements were made in the 1970s, which saw the USSR send advisers and specialists. Along               

with military and infrastructural support, the USSR supported Afghanistan’s communist party. 

The Soviet-Afghan War So Far 

The Soviet-Afghan War is a conflict wherein insurgent groups known collectively as the             

Mujahideen fought a guerrilla war against the Soviet Army and the Democratic Republic of              

Afghanistan government throughout the 1980s, mostly in the Afghan countryside. The           

Mujahideen were variously backed primarily by the United States, Pakistan, Iran, Saudi Arabia,             

China, and the United Kingdom. The foundations of the conflict were laid by the Saur               

Revolution, a 1978 coup wherein Afghanistan's communist party, the People’s Democratic Party            

of Afghanistan (PDPA), took power from President Mohammed Daoud Khan, initiating a series             

of radical modernization and land reforms throughout the country. These reforms were            

unpopular among the more traditional rural population and established power structures. The            

repressive nature of the PDPA, which vigorously suppressed opposition and executed thousands            

of political prisoners, led to the rise of anti-government armed groups, and by April 1979 large                

parts of the country were in open rebellion against the Afghan government. 

In December 1979, the Soviet Union decided to intervene under the leadership of             

then-premier Leonid Brezhnev, storming the Afghan capital of Kabul and staging a coup against              
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PDPA leader General-Secretary Hafizullah Amin. They then installed Babrak Karmal, a           

communist who strongly supported the USSR, in Amin’s place. This intervention, known as its              

mission name Operation Storm-333, was largely seen internationally as an illegal invasion,            

although it was regarded as a legitimate supporting intervention by the USSR and the Afghan               

government. In the subsequent years, the international community imposed various sanctions and            

punishments against the USSR in response to its involvement in Afghanistan, including a US-led              

boycott of the 1980 Moscow Summer Olympics. The international backlash exacerbated Cold            

War tensions, harmed the USSR’s economy, and enraged the Soviet government. 

The Soviet military’s plan was to withdraw from Afghanistan within six to twelve             

months after Operation Storm-333, after Karmal’s leadership was secured and key cities and             

roads were taken back from Mujahideen forces. However, as the USSR and Afghan government              

forces were met with fierce guerrilla opposition from rebels and suffered several military             

setbacks, mission creep set in, and the conflict expanded into a bloody multi-year war that Soviet                

forces could not withdraw from. As of 1986, the number of Soviet troops in Afghanistan had                

swelled to over 100,000, and the USSR had incurred significant military and diplomatic costs              

from continued involvement in the country. 

Currently, as tensions and conflicts in Afghanistan continue to rise, it is imperative that              

the Soviet Union develop a strategy for either decisively defeating the Mujahideen insurgency or              

pulling out of Afghanistan before the cost of the ongoing quagmire becomes too much for the                

USSR to bear. This is the first issue that members of Premier Gorbachev’s cabinet will tackle in                 

this committee. 
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Domestic Energy Crisis 

Soviet Energy Sector and the Resource Curse 

In terms of energy production, the USSR is virtually self-sufficient, and it has the largest               

supply of energy resources within its borders of any nation in the world, making the energy                

sector the inherent backbone of the Soviet economy. Total energy production grew from 10.25              

million barrels per day of oil equivalent in 1960 to 27.58 million barrels per day of oil equivalent                  

in 1980, allowing the USSR to reap significant economic benefits from this resource in this               

timeframe. Between the years of 1975 and 1986, the USSR had earned close to $200 billion from                 

its oil and gas exports. The drawback, however, is that over time the Soviet economy fell victim                 

to the resource curse, growing to be dependent on the extraction and export of oil and gas instead                  

of further industrializing and technologizing in the ways that other contemporary developed            

nations did in that same time period. This now presents significant problems for the Soviet               

economy that the Gorbachev administration must work to address. 

Beginning in the 1970s, the Soviet government began extracting oil from inhospitable            

and remote locations such as Siberia and the Far East as resources in more accessible locations                

gradually became depleted. Construction of industry on these projects required massive amounts            

of capital and funds from the Soviet regime, and the large distances that the resources needed to                 

cover in transit to western Russia and international markets presented a significant cost barrier              

that lowered the profit margins of the Soviet oil, petroleum, and coal industries. The Soviet               

government did attempt to modernize its infrastructure and mitigate transportation costs in            

response to this issue – for instance, in 1984, construction of the Urengoy-Pomary-Uzhhorod             

pipeline, otherwise known as the Trans-Siberian Pipeline, was completed, giving the USSR a             
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method of transportation for liquefied natural gas that stretched to markets in Western Europe.              

However, costs of extraction continued to rise, and as a result, both coal and oil production                

within the USSR began to stagnate in the 1970s and 1980s. 

By the 1980s, Russian officials and Western economists alike began to theorize that the              

extraordinary influx of petrodollars into the Soviet economy had been masking a broader issue              

with the Soviet economy and single-handedly preventing it from collapsing in the last decade.              

Gosplan, the nation’s State Planning Committee that coordinated the USSR’s centrally planned            

economy, independently set prices of goods sold by the state, including oil and gas, as well as                 

setting yearly production goals on these goods. Throughout the 70s and 80s, it became apparent               

that the State Planning Committee had not been successful in setting accurate oil and gas               

extraction quotas, nor had it been successful in setting appropriate prices for them. In addition,               

energy export profits were largely at the hands of wildly fluctuating world oil prices, which, due                

to the global energy crisis of the 1970s, had just hit a drastic low at the time that Gorbachev                   

entered office in 1985, collapsing from $30 to $15 per barrel. 

Chernobyl 

Because of the aforementioned large costs associated with transporting conventional fuel           

great distances across the country, the USSR began to explore alternative sources of energy as               

early as the mid-twentieth century. In 1954, the world’s first commercial electricity was             

produced at the First Atomic Power Station in Obinsk, near Moscow, heralding in an era of                

nuclear power across the world. As nuclear technology developed in the USSR, a specific type of                

nuclear reactor that cools uranium-graphite channels using boiling water, colloquially known as            

an RBMK reactor or a “Soviet-type” reactor, came to comprise about half of the total nuclear                
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capacity in the USSR by the 1980s. Most RBMK reactors are RBMK-1000 types, which means               

they have an energy output of 1000 megawatts (MWe), have more power density in their fuel,                

and have extremely intense heat in their core. The first of this type of reactor was built in                  

Leningrad in 1973, and since then, seven more have been completed, with seven more under               

construction as of 1980. 

One such RBMK-1000 reactor is the Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant. As of 1985, the              

Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant produces 10% of Ukraine’s electricity. The plant is located next              

to the Pripyat River, which feeds into the Dnieper reservoir system, one of the largest surface                

water systems in Europe that currently supplies water to 2.4 million people. On April 26, 1986,                

during a routine safety test, a combination of unstable conditions and design flaws in the               

machinery itself caused an uncontrollable nuclear chain reaction to occur within the reactor. A              

large amount of energy was suddenly released, rupturing the reactor core in a highly destructive               

steam explosion that caused an open-air fire to erupt in the now-destroyed core. As a result, an                 

extremely high amount of airborne radioactive contamination was released from the reactor, with             

winds carrying it across the USSR and towards Europe. In the days following the accident,               

where our committee begins, emergency response protocols must be put in place in order to               

manage civilian evacuation, spread of radioactive contamination, debris removal and on-site           

containment, and the potential long-term effects of this unprecedented disaster. Additionally, it is             

imperative that the cabinet determine how to portray the severity of the incident to the Soviet                

people – should the government adhere to the principle of glasnost and be candid about the                

devastation, or should it be downplayed so as not to cause panic? 
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Current Situation 

As it stands, Gorbachev and his cabinet must develop a plan for bringing some sort of                

resolution to its drawn-out involvement in Afghanistan and must drastically reform the USSR’s             

energy system both by dealing with the fallout of the Chernobyl disaster in the short term and                 

mending the dysfunctional energy sector in the long term. The two aforementioned situations –              

the Soviet-Afghan War and the energy crisis – will be our jumping off points for committee.                

However, these two issues occur in a context of extremely turbulent times all around for the                

Soviet Union, and it is becoming clear that the next steps taken by the Gorbachev administration                

will be crucial in determining the success and indeed the future existence of the Soviet Union. 

 

Cabinet Members 

Raisa Gorbacheva 

Born in Siberia as the eldest of three children, she met her husband, Mikhail Gorbachev,               

while studying philosophy in Moscow. When she moved to Stavropol in Southern Russia with              

her husband she taught Marxist–Leninist philosophy and defended her sociology research thesis            

about kolkhoz life. When Gorbachev became an official in the Soviety Communist Party, she              

took a job lecturing at Moscow State University. 

She left the post when her husband became a leader of the Soviet Union in 1985. Her                 

public appearances beside her husband as first lady were a novelty at home and went a long way                  

in humanizing the country's image. She was one of the few wives of a communist party leader to                  

have a high public profile of her own. 

Yegor Ligachev  
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Ligachev has an odd educational background for a high ranking member of the CPSU.              

Between 1938 and 1943 he attended the Ordzhonikidze Institute for Aviation in Moscow and              

attained a technical engineering degree before joining the CPSU in 1944. Throughout most of his               

political career, he was regarded as Gorbachev’s right hand man and closest ally. As Gorbachev               

became General Secretary, Ligachev was promoted to head of the Secretariat of the CPSU. 

Ligachyov supported reform of the Soviet Union and initially supported Gorbachev.           

However, as Gorbachev's policies of perestroika began to resemble social democratic policies he             

distanced himself from Gorbachev and currently is now becoming one of Gorbachev’s largest             

critics. 

Viktor Chebrikov 

Born in Eastern Ukraine, Chebrikov finished military school in 1942 and served in World              

War II as a battalion commander. He was often described as having fought bravely and               

selflessly. At the front, he was wounded three times, shell-shocked, and frostbitten, but each time               

he returned to duty. After the war Chebrikov wanted to continue his military career, but was                

refused by the prestigious Frunze Military Academy because of his bad eyesight. He then earned               

an engineering degree, joined the Communist Party in 1950, and embarked on a             

political-administrative career, rising through the Ukrainian party ranks until he became First            

Secretary of the Dnipropetrovsk Party Committee in 1961. 

He was Deputy Chairman of the KGB under Yuri Andropov from 1968-1982. They             

began an anti-corruption drive that continued until Andropov's death. Following a brief period             

under Konstantin Chernenko, Chebrikov was appointed head of internal security under Mikhail            
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Gorbachev at the end of 1982. Now serving as the Chairman of the KGB, Chebrikov focuses                

many of his efforts on dismantling American CIA networks within the USSR. 

Andrei Gromyko 

Gromyko did most of his work for the USSR abroad. He became the Soviet ambassador               

to the United States in 1943, then the Soviet Permanent Representative to the United Nations in                

1946. Upon his return to the Soviet Union he became a Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs and                 

later the First Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs. He went on to become the Soviet ambassador                

to the United Kingdom in 1952. He was nicknamed Mr. Nyet (Mr. No) by many of his Western                  

counterparts which reflected on his conservative policies and distrust of the West. He often              

promoted the idea that no important international agreement could be reached without the Soviet              

Union's involvement 

Following Gorbachev's election as General Secretary, Gromyko lost his office as foreign            

minister and was appointed to the largely ceremonial Chairman of the Presidium of the Supreme               

Soviet of the USSR. 

Eduard Shevardnadze 

Shevardnadze is a Georgian politician and diplomat. He served as First Secretary of the              

Georgian Communist Party (GPC), acting as the de facto leader of Soviet Georgia from 1972 to                

1985 before becoming Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Soviet Union in 1985. His rise to the                 

top was not smooth as he was demoted several times in the GPC after insulting senior officials.                 

His policies centered around anti-corruption campaigns.  

To combat corruption, he engaged in subterfuge; after halting all exports he dressed             

himself as a peasant and drove a car filled with tomatoes through the border. After his personal                 
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subterfuge, the entire Georgian border police was purged. After taking office, Shevardnadze            

asked all leading officials to show their left hands and ordered those who used Western-produced               

watches to replace them with Soviet ones. Shevardnadze is a strong supporter of Gorbachev’s              

leadership and is often considered among his inner circle of relatively young reformists. 

Dmitry Ustinov  

Ustinov joined the Communist Party in 1927 before pursuing a career in engineering.             

After graduating from the Institute of Military Mechanical Engineering in 1934, he became a              

construction engineer at the Leningrad Artillery Marine Research Institute. By 1937, he            

transferred to the Bolshevik "Arms" Factory where he ultimately rose to become the director. He               

quickly gained recognition within the party due to his successful evacuations and military             

campaigns, earning him the award Hero of Socialist Labour. 

Following his rise to the central party apparatus, he was given the task of administering               

the Soviet Union's defense industry and its armed forces. By 1976, he was appointed Minister of                

Defense and received the rank of Marshal of the Soviet Union. Ustinov's hardline attitudes              

towards the West and unreserved backing for the Soviet arms buildup would dominate his              

country's national security policy to this day. 

Nikolai Ryzhkov 

Ryzhkov began his political career in the local industry of Ukraine, working his way up               

through the hierarchy of Soviet industrial ministries. In 1985 he was elected to serve as the                

Chairman of the Council of Ministers, effectively making him the head of the cabinet. 

Always a firm supporter of Gorbachev’s economic policies, Ryzhkov often advocated for            

an increase in the quantity and quality of goods planned for production. 
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Ivan Arkhipov 

Arkhipov currently serves as the First Deputy to the Council of Ministers. In 1950 he was                

sent to China as an economic advisor, where he served for 10 years. As a result, he has extensive                   

knowledge of foreign affairs, especially when it comes to coordinating economics and trade             

policy with like-minded non-Western states. A veteran statesman, he has been awarded the Order              

of Lenin, the highest civilian honor in the Soviet Union, five times in his career. His other                 

accolades include the Hero of Socialist Labor title, the Order of the October Revolution, and the                

Order of the Red Banner, which is the highest military honor in the USSR. Arkhipov is a staunch                  

supporter of the socialist economic model and an advocate of international cooperation with             

other socialist states in order to strengthen the USSR’s global standing. 

Valentin Varennikov 

Varennikov began his military career when he became a junior officer of the Red Army               

and fought in the Battle of Stalingrad as well as in the successful campaigns to retake Ukraine                 

and Belarus from the German army. Varennikov finished the German–Soviet War in the Battle              

of Berlin as one of the commanders of the Soviet soldiers who captured the Reichstag. Quickly                

rising through the chain of command in the military, between 1984 and 1985, Varennikov              

worked with the Soviet military mission in Angola. 

In a sharp contrast with the official policy of only permitting Soviet military advisers to               

serve in non-combat roles, Varennikov supported allowing the advisers to fight alongside their             

Angolan allies in the event they came under attack. He was the senior military officer and                

personally advised the president of Angola. 

Igor Rodionov 
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Rodionov is best known as a stubborn and hardline politician and for his extensive work               

with the military and the Ministry of Defense. He has commanded many military divisions, but               

the most notable is his current station as commander of the 40th army in Afghanistan. He                

remains one of the strongest supporters of the military industrial complex and the need for more                

spending in order to keep the USSR military strong. He believes that the USSR had been and                 

would continue to be an adversary of the West, and the threat perception and budget levels                

should be designed on that basis, earning him many enemies within the cabinet. 

Yuri Drozdov 

Drozdov is a veteran of the Red Army and began his military training when he was very                 

young and like many of his peers in the government, he was a successful and influential military                 

leader. After World War II he began his work for the KGB as part of their Illegals Program, a                   

network of sleeper agents in other countries. He had several aliases as an illegal one being the                 

violent SS man Baron Hoenshtein, who received valuable intelligence information from his            

connections, and another as Inspector Kleinert, who obtained cover documents for other Soviet             

illegals. Currently he oversees and runs the KGB’s Illegals Program. 

Beyond his work in espionage, Drozdov also led Special Operation Storm-333 in 1979             

which started the Soviet-Afghan War. These factors make him an invaluable and oftentimes             

dangerous man. 

Mikhail Smirtyukov 

Smirtyukov became a member of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union in 1940 after               

participating in the Communist Youth league as a child. He then became a member of the                
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Central Audit Commission (1971–1976) before becoming a member of the Central Committee            

(1981) and the Supreme Council of the Soviet Union. 

Among the members of the Political Bureau, he was the only one who was sent the most                 

confidential orders of the highest governing body in the country, and the secretaries and heads of                

departments of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union were asked               

to coordinate the most important plans and resolutions with him. 

Victor G. Afanasiev 

Afanasyev joined the Red Army in 1940 and served with the Soviet paratroopers in the               

1940s and World War II, remaining in the armed forces until 1953. He first became a                

professional instructor upon leaving the army and continued to concentrate his professional            

interest on teaching and administrative appointments in academia into the 1960s and 1970s. He              

taught as an instructor in Soviet Marxist theory at the Chelyabinsk Pedagogical Institute and a               

position with the philosophical branch of the Academy of Social Sciences of the Central              

Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union. He authored a range of papers and                

books on philosophical subjects in the 1960s and 1970s. 

Currently he is serving as the editor in chief of the Pravda which is the most widely                 

circulated paper in the USSR and considered the official voice of the CPSU. Pravda’s support               

often oscillates between Gorbachev and his opponents within the CPSU. 

Georgy Shakhnazarov 

Shakhnazarov is a Soviet-Armenian politician and political scientist. As a strong           

advocate of glasnost and perestroika, he is an unwavering supporter of Gorbachev with             

unquestionable loyalty. After fighting as part of the Red Army in World War II, he earned his                 
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law degree at Azerbaijan State University and later a doctorate in political science and              

philosophy from the Moscow Institute of Law. In the 1960s and 1970s he spent two spells at the                  

international Communist magazine Problems of Peace and Socialism, based in Prague, giving            

him a wider perspective on the world than many of his colleagues in the Party establishment. In                 

published works he recognised that Soviet society had different interest groups—an implicit            

rejection of a homogenised, communist society—and advocated a greater flow of information at             

a time of paranoid secrecy. He also publicly rejected the use of nuclear weapons to achieve                

political goals. 

Anatoly Chernyaev 

Chernyaev is a Russian historian and writer who serves as a principal foreign policy              

advisor to Gorbachev. According to close sources, nearly every bold foreign policy move taken              

by the Gorbachev administration thus far has had Chernyaev’s mark on it. An experienced              

bureaucrat who has previously served as a high-ranking official in the Communist Party Central              

Committee and the Communist Party Central Auditing Commission, he is politically adept and             

has many friends within the Soviet government. Like Gorbachev, he is reform-minded,            

especially in the foreign policy sphere, where he advocates for democratic transformation and             

demilitarization abroad. 

Vladimir Terebilov 

Vladimir Terebilov is a Soviet judge and politician who currently serves as Justice             

Minister and chairman of the Soviet Supreme Court. This puts him in a unique position to sway                 

the laws and domestic social atmosphere of the USSR as opposed to some of the more outwardly                 

focused Cabinet members. His prior work experience with the Central Committee of the             
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Communist Party also affords him ample political experience. Terebilov is a straight shooter who              

places a high value on order, loyalty, and integrity. 

Sergei Mikhailov 

Sergei Mikhailov is a slightly different type of figure than the rest of the advisors making                

up Gorbachev’s cabinet: instead of being a statesman or a public servant, he is the leader of                 

Solntsevskaya Bratva, Russia’s largest crime syndicate group. Originally a waiter, he took up a              

life of organized crime after a fraud conviction, recruiting local unemployed young men in the               

Solntsevo District of Moscow to act as foot soldiers for the Bratva and making connections with                

established criminals to enhance his reputation and clout. Unlike some other members of the              

Cabinet, Mikhailov is not afraid to engage in subterfuge, sabotage, or illicit activities in order to                

achieve his goals, and – if he decides to remain loyal to Gorbachev and the government – the                  

goals of the USSR. 

Anatoly Dobrynin 

Anatoly Dobrynin is the Soviet ambassador to the United States, and has served in this               

position since 1962. He is undeniably the most experienced and well-known diplomat among             

Gorbachev’s advisors, having served through the terms of six US presidents and having many              

close relationships with prominent American leaders, including Henry Kissinger. As          

ambassador, he handles all diplomatic communications and negotiations between the US and            

Soviet governments. Unlike some others in the Cabinet, Dobrynin is a proponent of normalizing              

relations between the USSR and the West, and definitely possesses the experience, knowledge,             

and connections to advocate strongly for this position and sway Gorbachev’s decision-making            

when it comes to Cold War relations. 
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