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Letter From the Chair 

Esteemed delegates,  

My name is Drisya Antose, and I am a sophomore at the George Washington University 

studying International Affairs and Computer Science. Model United Nations has been a part of 

my life since highschool and I have fortunately been able to continue my passion at GW. I’ve 

learnt a lot through MUN and I am excited to be your chair for UNESCO this fall. UNESCO is 

unique since it believes in the need to build peace through education, science and culture. 

UNESCO’s programme was also instrumental to the achievement of sustainable development 

goals. Ideas and knowledge flows through their programmes thus making it relevant in the face 

of progress and innovation. The topics of sustainable development, world heritage sites and 

gender equality are uniquely important in promoting freedom of expression, democracy and 

development. UNESCO is versatile and committed to bring about respect and peace while 

ensuring progress, and this committee should be a testament to this vision. Be innovative with 

solutions, aggressive with reform and understanding of other member nations. I look forward to 

debate, knowledge and creativity.  

Please feel free to direct all questions about the committee or otherwise to 

zar_antose9@gwmail.gwu.edu  

Sincerely,  

Drisya  
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Topic 1: Sustainable development in the 2020’s  

Background  

Sustainable development has been described by the 1987 Brundtland Commission Report 

as “development which meets the needs of the present generation without compromising the 

ability of future generations to meet their own needs.” The Brundtland report was the result of 

investigations done on human activity which had caused severe and negative impacts on the 

planet. This concept was further consolidated through the United Nations Conference on 

Environment and Development held in Rio de Janeiro in 1992. Sustainable development was 

considered as the solution to the problems of environmental degradation brought up in the 

conference. Since then, sustainable development has been advocated for through various 

international conferences and government initiatives.  

In order to achieve sustainable development it is vital to consider the four dimensions by 

which progress is possible- society, environment, culture and economy. The interaction and 

balance between these factors help achieve sustainable development. Attaining sustainable 

development requires various stakeholders in the form of government, businesses, civil society 

and educational institutions.  

 

Increasing access to new technology 

The multifaceted approach to sustainable development makes technology and access is 

important in order to achieve progress. UN Secretary-General, Antonio Guterres stated at the 

2018 High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development “Technology has great potential to 

help deliver the SDGs, but it can also be at the root of exclusion and inequality. We need to 
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harness the benefits of advanced technologies for all.” A type of technology that could be 

extremely useful is agricultural technology. Agricultural technology found its place after the 

ECOSOC: special session on the food crisis that was held on April, 2008. During this session the 

need for innovation particularly to small holders was discussed thus highlighting the need for 

such technology to boost yield and promote sustainable growth. Research done by IFT (institute 

of food technologists) show that such technology could increase the yield by 67%, furthermore 

this also allows for sustainable agricultural production for the planet. Information and 

communication technologies for development (ICT) is also important to promote and ensure 

social, economic and political development. ICT in terms of development is important to 

understand local needs, use appropriate technology, create business models, measure social 

impact, engage with the private sector and to innovate constantly. Through these measures you 

can effectively provide access to technologies that could aid development. ICT also holds 

precedence in agriculture where farmers are able to connect to international markets, policy 

makers and scientific help to maximise crop efficiently.  

 

Promoting equality during development  

The sustainable development agenda should also be inclusive of the principles of human 

rights, human security, equality and social justice. Equality during development is vital to 

consider since harm and injustice caused to various communities and individuals especially 

women tend to have negative effects such as low economic efficiency, instability and negatively 

impacts human capital. Such consequences stem from discriminatory laws, policies,  and 

institutional bias based on gender, class, age, ethnicity, race or any other factors. Protecting 
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human and labour rights and eliminating exploitation particularly marginalised communities is 

important to ensure progress and growth. Public education systems also fail to educate and 

inculcate the importance of equality, therefore failing to promote equality.  

 

Role of NGO partners in development  

Since the mid 1970’s, NGOs have grown exponentially in the developed and developing 

countries. According to the World Bank NGOs peaked in 1992 with $7.6 billion dollars being 

distributed by NGOs to developing countries. NGOs Non-governmental organisations are 

important when pushing for sustainable development at an international level. NGOs have been 

successful in pushing for intergovernmental negotiations and creating pressure within local 

systems. NGOs have been successful in creating awareness and building partnerships with the 

private and public sector. NGOs have the characteristic to advocate for community development 

and protecting the environment. According to the world bank 15% of total overseas development 

aid is channeled through NGOs, making them economically instrumental. NGOs have also been 

successful in innovating and adapting to various development and international standards.  
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Questions a resolution must answer 

1. How can access to various technologies be promoted in developing and underdeveloped 

countries? 

2. What are some ways through which equality can be added to the sustainable development 

agenda? 

3. How can NGO’s be  

 

Useful resources  

● Promoting equality, including social equity, gender equality and women's empowerment 

○ https://www.icpdtaskforce.org/post-2015/promoting-equality-including-social-equ

ity-gender-equality-and-womens-empowerment/ 

● Agricultural technology for development 

○ https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/Agrtechdev-v6.pdf 

● Agricultural technologies could increase global crop yields up to 67% 

○ http://www.ift.org/food-technology/daily-news/2014/february/12/agricultural-tech

nologies-could-increase-global-crop-yields-up-to-67.aspx 

● ICT and skills development in Asia and the Pacific 

○ https://www.adb.org/features/ict-and-skills-development-asia-and-pacific-12-thin

gs-know  
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http://www.ift.org/food-technology/daily-news/2014/february/12/agricultural-technologies-could-increase-global-crop-yields-up-to-67.aspx
http://www.ift.org/food-technology/daily-news/2014/february/12/agricultural-technologies-could-increase-global-crop-yields-up-to-67.aspx
https://www.adb.org/features/ict-and-skills-development-asia-and-pacific-12-things-know
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Topic II: Creation of new guidelines for UNESCO World Heritage Sites  

Background 

The idea of cultural conservation with nature conservation started first with the White 

House conference in 1965 with the “World Heritage Trust” to preserve the world’s superb 

natural and scenic areas and historic sites. Signatory countries are required to produce and 

submit periodic data and reports on current conditions at World Heritage properties. Finally, at a 

UN conference in 1972, the spirit of conservation was brought to attention and the first sites 

were named in 1978. UNESCO world heritage sites coincides with the UNESCO vision of 

promoting cultural heritage and equal dignity of all cultures.  

 

Qualification for creating a new heritage site 

To be included on the World Heritage List, sites must be of outstanding universal value 

and meet at least one of ten selection criteria set by UNESCO. Criterias are regularly updated by 

the committee and accurately reflect the World Heritage Concept. The ten criteria have been 

included in the useful resources section.  

 

Should states have the authority to designate heritage sites themselves? 

States and their role in authorising heritage sites have been an interesting debate. 

Although the authority and right to govern has been through national agencies under the 

influence and oversight of nongovernmental organisations, international government 

organisations such as UNESCO and others who surprisingly reside outside communities 

physically. Therefore unfortunately the authority and governance of such large scale 
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organisations rarely align with community organisations, even when they should have obvious 

claim to these sites. There have been various situations where even when even though a 

particular form of heritage is embedded within a diverse population center, pinnacle of a 

community or survived within local communities, their access is taken away through the 

involvement of large organisations. Thus bringing up the debate on to what extent should state 

actors have a role in designating heritage sites themselves.  

 

Protecting UNESCO heritage sites from conflicts occuring around the world  

UNESCO  has been undoubtedly vital in harnessing cultural heritage for building peace 

and contributing to dialogue. The problem arises on how you can address the situation of cultural 

heritage under conflict while promoting peace rather than defiance. UNESCO has attempted to 

achieve this through the Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of 

Armed Conflict which outlines the need to protect through enhanced protection, special 

protection, fund, and international assistance. Enhanced protection is a mechanism that ensures 

full protection of cultural property during local and international armed conflicts, an example of 

this is when enhanced protection was granted to Angkor at the request of the Kingdom of 

Cambodia.. Special protection is a higher level of protection that takes into account more factors 

such as refugees intended to shelter to movable cultural property in the event of conflict. While 

the Fund for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict is financial 

assistance in times of conflict made by states, international and non-governmental organisations.  
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Questions a resolution must answer 

1. How can improvements be made on the criteria? 

2. How can reconciliation be achieved between the local community and international 

organisations? 

3. What ways could the local community collaborate with international organisations during 

conflict? 

 

Useful resources  

● 10 Criteria for World Heritage Sites 

○ https://whc.unesco.org/en/criteria/  

● The fund for the protection of cultural property in the event of armed conflict  

○ http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/armed-conflict-and-heritage/protec

tion/fund/ 

● Collision or Collaboration: Archaeology Encounters Economic Development (pg 181 

available on google books) 

● Committee for the protection of cultural property in the event of armed conflict grants 

enhanced protection in Angkor 

○ https://whc.unesco.org/en/news/1754  

 

  

https://whc.unesco.org/en/criteria/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/armed-conflict-and-heritage/protection/fund/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/armed-conflict-and-heritage/protection/fund/
https://whc.unesco.org/en/news/1754
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Topic III: Gender Equality  

Background  

UNESCO believes that all forms of discrimination based on gender are violations of 

human rights and also hinders the achievement of the 2030 agenda for sustainable development 

and its 17 goals. Therefore, UNESCO recognising the cultural and economic importance has 

promoted its agenda through various frameworks.  

 

UNESCO contributing to the global fight for equality 

UNESCO has made contributions by creating a well rounded program with five distinct 

aspects. UNESCO has programs in Education, Natural Sciences, Social and Human Sciences, 

Culture, Communication and Information. In education, UNESCO main streams their agenda 

through the education system by encouraging participation and by providing education about 

gender inequality. Through natural sciences UNESCO is committed to generating and supporting 

knowledge and acknowledging the importance of strong role models for women. Social and 

human sciences are fostered through policies and the need to help women in disadvantaged 

positions. Culture is encouraged in helping women effectively participate in cultural life and 

enjoy heritage and creativity. Lastly, communication and information has been encouraged 

through initiatives that empower women and girls in the media.  

 

Gender Equality and how it impacts other aspects of UNESCO mission  
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Questions a resolution must answer  

1. How  

 

Useful resources  

● What UNESCO does for gender inequality  

○ https://en.unesco.org/genderequality/actions  

● Priority gender equality  

○ https://en.unesco.org/genderequality  

https://en.unesco.org/genderequality/actions
https://en.unesco.org/genderequality

